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Bubjects Comment on OCB paper, "International Broadcasting
Pacilities®, dated May 3, 1956

Thie paper and its stiachments, which relate to NSC Action 1386b,
are oconcerned with the question of United States utilization of certain
high powered radio transmitiers now in storage. The file indicates 2
State Department -~ along with other agenclss in TPIB and COBAT -
position advocating immediate action to get some of the remaining trans-
mitters instelled in Creece and the Philippines.

I understand that the Director of USIA has expressed reservations
about the proposals on the ground that he believed NSC Action 1386b was
peiesive and not msndatory. If the NSC Action is parmissive, the
Director of USIA reportedly feels that the program should not be under-
taken for financial and other ressons. If it iz to be construed as
‘mandetory, I belisve USIA would like ito appeal the decision.

P did not clesr the State paper on this proposal and we have
reservations a bout smy project for erection of more high powered VOA
transmitters at this time,

P reservatiohs are based on the following questions:

{1) Is it wise to tie up substantial sums of public money to
sreot and gperate the equipment on non-U.S5. s0il? The initial
installation cost 18 only one factor. It must be noted that funds
for operation would be an inescapable annual charge for an indefinite
poriod, We have the Ceylon and Salonika situations to remind us of
the potentisl headaches of U.S5. radio bases on foreign secil,

. (2) Whether more of the same (i.e. high power transmitters
%o get through jamming) is the enswer to the basic commnication

© problem vis~a~vls the USBR? Perhaps other forms of commanication
* have & higher priority (Amerlks Magesine, exhibits, etc.)?
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{3) The usefulness at present of more official United States
radio praz;gmdﬁ sctivi Should we not be considering alternatives?
For example, we might well consider alternatives of none.S, official
stations using the equipment (Radio ldberstion), er in having non~U.3,
Goverment operation (Philippine Government as part of SEATC operation
with no United States tag such as YOA). .

(L) whether this kind of an approach reflects United States
requirements in relation to the new policy and operating lines which
are smerging in United States-Free World relations with the Soviet
Boe. It would appesr more useful to be putting our efforts into
gotting our psople planted within the wericus indigincus radio«tVv
setupe as vegular employees of the local govermment rather than
having mare United States tagged stations., We ought to be thinking
in long-term fashion about how we can develop Free World strength
with sn indiginous and not a United States face. 7This proposal would
shannel our assets and ensrgy in the opposite direction. I doubt
that this 1s to our longerange edvantage.
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